I:"-’h:f‘.— B s, e TR — & = & —=
Ml - ol Dot Wl o ¥R S ol e = e s o R e i = s TE S Esiam o=
-— —— - T T e e S e e = - = L
e il = F Wrlies g == = =itz e — = =

u L
||agre|'tlte\ \ [ ’ iﬂfﬂ;ﬂ k. Z f{ T

Matthew 5:14

Volume 21 %5 — + — #f

poz Q7N O e O v 4

/g g 3 jﬂj & April 2010 2 48 1
%,J/%_ % &gm oooooooooooooooooooo

FUUR B B AR BN LB E R ESE R A Inside this issve:
L REIE R EROREN  EENORTRY - |
FHERGBEMA LG EGE DEEEEEE LA R
TEFHRE  BEMAELEATHT 02/ % (L Samuel Chan
F)ﬂ%éf;/éﬁ%ji%k@'f%ﬁﬁ%) ’ iﬁﬁ}(é%ﬁ N E%ﬁﬂ N j’ﬁ%%ﬂjf] Shu Hung
EooERMMNEEET  BERRH LR - HE - $=  Pastorlinuslau 4
RXHEER - HRERA FREEES > KMAHMBA—
FRABEM - EANREHRE - RIOFL > Euly, THOERES

i ’ ;ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ*éj\g%?ﬂi%}% %@Eﬁ%ﬁg%& ° Zrhs A E 10
HARRMEEHEARLBNEE - B&EH: K
RERAEL -7 AR THERLZETL - T Fik 16

#4EkB AL ZE &AL E (Honoré de Balzac) % £ i 1 — 4

T URRAAENOE - BAEBARE ARG H wyim 18
RHE T HCLWES - FERT I E L R ARES A 21
FREE - ERILERERE T T+ 3 &

FHRRTEE S ETRMAY » 2AEXLSE L5 AW 75 26
B - M EEREL “HREHENTALE - & )

BE ZEEE - AEE DR CAHE BB R Bk 28
EoBMXEER  EEAEH: LBETANK S50% 30
%7 —MAME —EART RABNEREF - © N
BT A AL BB BRE—H > KETT - T 68 FRET R 31
B AR -

RRIEEEHAHHEOE S - AR
“Money Taks 445§ 3% - FEIA: HEHM
o7 HEAR: HBEEE. C TAR RHE
8o RRBE " WEALTEAIE (LooTolsto) 3
UHBRERNE BALHBRARBER -




e T e St o et e ST Tho et i SOt Tl L e i
—— _-:__._ -: — y ‘-_-___.-- —= — iy -.E'--._ - — _-.___._- -= — iy
v g -l LTS e o S KE AT p=0

— " — S— " — " S— "

Page 2 e N
PHIR R 2 4 g

flo 3547 T DU R AT B 3608 - RS RBEREE S 28 BAAREHR
G HEEHK - CRPIEAE BARRD MEBEEELNEH TR
% 0

TENLERHENEE DR HEARE  UATERN S BHY
BoRETRL TAMN: “EAMBAM BRBLAR " (KT 2 1)
LERRNLREES  TRBEWES - HFAFHNERN - 2 LR
EEEFTHMET - RAALGN - AEH - ELREREEFEHERR
B RMGHEFEBRN REAERHBANES - FHATH "B
B REMAEMMED - HARE BABAKLTE -

MBREE— KT RENRE AN ARG - 5 4% S
SOREERW S BEEL - EERITE6 ) A BT AR L EME
B8 AR SRR T HACRRGERERER  BERAERT
MRS GHBERER AT CEEAKRTES - BFE—H
— S A TRAGEEURERATHNER - REEARBRAEE @
RAWELEY - WITERREN - AN —RBEHER - EARBBITER
EHEERR BREMMBEERLA  FERLRESETE A -
BEMERG HARMESN  TRERTE  MAERLMNLE -

WHEHRER: “GEBREAN Kk RF - ERIER TR
Ko bR S Bk T (BEAIBE 12 1) Mo ERBEY 4 4
X H AR — AR A - AR R R AT AR e T R
W RERMGEETRE - TRERARGEL F R BELE
B RRRE—ERENHT - Y EABHRNN IR TFE
o REMEFEAFES S BT HCHRE AT ERY - B
REARW FEREOD  AERRACHTL - ARRRKEREN - 4
BABT—EER LGN E S KRR A3 B L -

TR R T R E 10 2% “BRERBNE  EA
ERCETWERE " FABRANET  BARNCEREHEEERY
ABR -5 BATEREWMEWER  AREERNER - HHTANE 2
RTEHEABES » HATENASE MR 8 A 8 — 2
By - f AR E— Y 0 R SRR -

I3 26 1213 B DURE AR - A — A TR AR - B
EHEH - WAEA BMAB RTREP -7 TRELHARE HH -
TEERRM UBAA  CHER BERE ABRE S AFEE TR
T (BEAER 268) THERMA  ABKHAKDE - ZHHH:
“BEWARET | BABMALKTHE " (BREES5 5 EHK - bt
RAEME -

REAEERER S S 0BT » 2 0L 5] Rk fr 2 R 0 308 4 BT
B EEA - WRMER P R - FASETRME - b QB S
BT UREMEORFENERTEE S F LML S —ERTF AL AT E e
% BT TRAAN AT R ERERENES - S EATHBAR



WClid o T il fas L MLl et il fas N MR et T R sl fem L Mg et E R sl fe
e il - = - — = - = - —

s T O . e = . = . e = 1 . I

TP Wiy Eas i Wi A T rlicg P Trliea

h o e Y= p N p p
Page 3

F3hsg 2 = %

B BFAIN TE2HTEHIOE -

BETHRIEAN: “AFBAZEIN HEAZENG - BLEH T EMHE
HEW - RERFHEMAWZTEH? EREEALELRER  HEEFHEH: “&
H— /N EERE -7 W EERGH  BEANZAFAFH T
Koo WMBHEAHE > REFWHIEN: “RETEAEZYM - TR L
TRBARI—RErZER - 7 MR EMBEITHEAEZY KEER - BEETH > K
THE D EHFF %%ﬁi@a% - EiFn R A “EA A 0 fRAE
REM - thEEFLEHA

AEHBTILzZ % AEAREERY 5 RFEITNPR S REERFE
fin - EEMBRFAE > AERR - BRAFEIRT > KEEXHETLAET
WME - REFEEUSE > AR E—V > REZAWHER - £ HAMEHE
HE O BMAKL  HAEF - REAERELE  HEMH > dfwZTE
Pl R ER - KERAERS LHEMEE-—AMERLBRELWMA -
HBAEMEEEAME WAEMEEDFWRE  RLTOE & “FLEX
T A# mE L7 B - (EEH D 17 :46)

ARHFMAEHNEIEARLE R ZERERET 2R
ARG > MM EEMN > ELBREA > EFEEMH 0 T2
BB AR AR

Are You Sorrow?

Samuel Chan Shu Hung

Sorrow is God’s tool to plow the depths of the soul, that it may yield richer harvests, it
is sorrow that causes us to take the time to think deeply and seriously.

Sorrow makes us move more slowly and considerately and examine our motives and
attitudes. It opens within us the capacities of heavenly life, and it makes us willing to set our
capacities afloat on a limitless sea of service for God and for others.

God never uses anyone to a great degree until He breaks the person completely. It
takes sorrow to expand and deepen the soul.

Joseph experienced more sorrow that the other sons of Jacob, and it led him into a
ministry of food for all the nations. For this reason, the Holy Spirit said of him, “Joseph is a
fruitful vine... near at spring, whose branches climb over a wall” (Gen. 49 : 22).

The dark brown soil is turned by the sharp-pointed plow; and I've a lesson learned. My
life is but a field. Stretched out beneath God’s sky, some harvest rich to yield.

Where grows the golden grain? Where faith? Where sympathy? In a furrow cut by
pain.

Every person and every nation must endure lessons in God’s school of adversity. In the
same we say, “Blessed is the night, for it reveals the stars to us.” We can say, “Blessed is sor-
row, for it reveals God’s comfort.”
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The Seven Words on the Cross

Reflections by Pastor Linus Lau

The First Word: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”
(Luke 23:33-34).

Reflection:
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do?”
Jesus, you must be kidding.
But they knew exactly what they were doing!
The Jewish leaders conspired to have you killed.
Pilate, Herod, the crowd: they all knew you were innocent;
and yet they all consented to send you, the perfect God-Man, to the cross.
O, they knew what they were doing alright.
What they didn’t know was this:
Every sin is an assault on your holiness.
Every sin separates us from God.
Every sin demands a debt that we can never repay.
Sin is so serious that you had to be punished for our sin.
We are them that drive the nails into your hands and feet.
We are them that mock you, spit at you, and abuse you.
We are them that cause you to be forsaken by your Father.
Yet, even as we cry out, “Crucify him!”
You cry out, “Father, forgive them!”
Thank you, Dear Jesus, for forgiving my transgression,
for covering my sin,
for not counting my iniquity against me. (cf. Ps. 32:1-2a)
Grant me the tears for repentance.
Give me a broken spirit and a contrite heart.
Melt my cold, cold heart with your forgiving love;
So that | may learn to forgive others.

The Second Word: “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in
Paradise” (Luke 23:39-43).

Reflection:
O, Dear Lord Jesus, we are so ashamed.
Even as the thief on the left rails at you,
Demanding proof,
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Asking for miracles,
Mocking you;

Do we not do the same?
Even as you were nailed to the cross,
Naked and shameful,
Condemned and defeated,
Bleeding and dying;
The penitent thief saw an eternal King and a Savior.
And you rewarded his faith with those great words of promise.
Grant us that faith, O God, the faith that looks beyond our circumstances.
Forgive us when we doubt your power or your love.
Let your light dispel our clouds of unbelief.
“Turn, O LORD, deliver my life;
save me for the sake of your steadfast love” (Psa. 6:4).

The Third Word: “Woman, behold, your son!” (John 19:25-27)

O, Lord! What manner of love is this?
That even on the cross of shame and suffering,

you took time to provide for your mother?

And what manner of love is this?
That even though John had abandoned you in your hour of need,
you did not blame him,
but still trusted him?

Thank you, Lord, for gathering us into your family, purchased by your precious blood.
Help us to forgive one another, even as you have forgiven us.
Help us to love one another, even as you have loved us.
May the world know that we are your disciples, by the way we love one another.

The Fourth Word: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

(Mark 15:33-34)
Why indeed! We all ask ‘why’ in our hours of suffering. We want answers. But Jesus is

not looking for answers. He already knows all the answers. His ‘why’ is not a question,
but a lamentation. This is the most painful moment in Jesus’ life. He could take the vilest
atrocities devised by men; but he could not live for a split second without God.

He is not groping in the dark. He is crying out in faith — calling on God even when
everything seems lost. Dark is the night, but without God, even the bright noonday turns
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into the darkest night, as in these final three hours when Jesus takes upon himself the
curse of all our sin — separation from God the Father. But still he keeps on trusting, hold-
ing onto God’s promise, “because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let
your Holy One see decay” (Ps. 16:10).

What about you? Are you going through some dark moments in your life? Do you
feel forsaken? Jesus was forsaken so that you won’t be. Just cry out to him with all your
heart: “Lord, save me.” He will come to you and walk with you through your darkness.
O Dear Savior, in total darkness,

hanging on the cross, naked,
alone, rejected and abandoned by men,
and now, forsaken by your Father too?
The whips have pierced your skins;
The nails have pierced your hands and feet;
The thorns have pierced your sacred head;
The nudity has pierced your dignity;
And now, the alienation from your Father has pierced your heart.
Why? Why, indeed?

Why did you take upon yourself the burden of our sins?

Why did you bear the punishment that was meant for us?

Why did you suffer the alienation that was meant for sinners like us?

Why did you give up the right to call God, Abba Father?

Why did you give us the right to call God, Abba Father?

Why must you love us so much?

The Fifth Word: “/ thirst.” (John 19:28)

How is it that you cry out, “I thirst?”
Are you not the Son of God, who makes the rain to fall
and the rivers to flow?

Ah, yes, but you are also the Son of Man,
a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. (cf. Isa. 53:3b)
You are fully God and fully Man.
Yet you chose to suffer in the fullness of your humanity.
You want to bear the full weight of the wrath of God’s judgment,
for it was the LORD’s will to crush you and cause you to suffer,
to make your life a guilt offering. (cf. Isa. 53:10a)
Dear Lord, give me the water so that | may never thirst again.
Be my spring of water that will well up to eternal life. (cf. Jn. 4:13)
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The Sixth Word: “/t is finished!” (John 19:29-30)
It is finished!
Certainly, Jesus’ earthly life is finished.
And of course, his passion is finished.
But it is more than that.
It is not a wail of despair, but a joyful sound of hope.
It is not an admission of failure, but a declaration of success.
It is not a whimper of defeat, but a shout of victory!
It is finished!
Tetelestai!
Mission accomplished!
Salvation completed!

Hallelujah, what a Savior!
O My Dear Savior, how is it that you, the holy Lamb of God,

should take the curse of the cross for me? (substitution)
O My Dear Jesus, how is it that you, the beloved Son of God,

should suffer the holy wrath of the Father for me? (propitiation)
O My Dear Brother, how is it that you, the one and only Mediator,

should come and bring us back to God? (reconciliation)

O My Dear Lord, how is it that you, the perfect Redeemer,
should purchase us from the power and penalty of sin?  (redemption)
Nothing in my hands | bring;
Simply to Thy cross | cling.

The Seventh Word: “Father, info your hands | commit my spirit!” (Luke 23:46)

Alas! And did my Savior die?
What? No more breath?

No more life?
What? For sinner such as 1?

Father, into your hands | commit my spirit!
You alone are my peace in life and in death.

And still, Adam’s race won’t cry?
Let the angels weep, and the creation groan.
The Creator of all has died for his creatures’sin!
My tears can never repay the debt | owe to you. f\;
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